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To contact the church office:  hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net or go to the 
Website  (www.hopelutheran-elca.org) for links to the church office and  
Pastor McPherson.  (Or call [847] 634-2070.) 
 
To send an announcement church-wide via e-mail and/or to have your  
e-mail address added to receive announcements:  
hopeluthnews@sbcglobal.net 
 
To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer  
requests: pmater@aol.com 
 
To submit an article for the Newsletter: c.chrysler@comcast.net 



Page 2 November 2012 

Message from Chuck Johnson 
Congregational President . . . 
�
Recently, in our Sunday morning Adult Bible Study we’ve been discussing a 
book called “Unbinding the Gospel,” by Martha Grace Reese.  It’s about a dirty 
word among some churches: evangelism; you know, actually sharing our faith 
with those outside the Church.  I’ll wait a moment to allow those of you who 
have fainted from the thought of such a thing to recover.  But don’t worry, this 
letter isn’t (specifically) about evangelism. 
 
One of the questions asked in this book is: why does it matter to be a Christian?  Put another way: what is 
so special about my faith that I would be inclined to share it with others?  This question kind of floored me.  I 
mean, everybody knows that it is important to have faith; eternal life and all that.  But if you had to tell some-
body, in words, why you feel that it’s important to be a member of the Body of Christ, what would you say?  
We find it easy to tell others about our experiences all the time.  The Bears’ defense is great, I saw a good 
movie the other day, I bought some nice shoes.  But when it comes to life-changing, soul-saving experi-
ences, we fall mute.  So our Bible Study group discussed what words describe our experience as Chris-
tians.  For me, the word is joy.  When I think of all that Jesus did for me, I can’t help but feel joyful. 
 
So my question for you this month is: what would you tell someone who is not a Christian about what 
makes your faith important to you?  What words would you use?  Think about it for a while; and let me 
know.  I look forward to hearing your opinions  
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Jobs Small Group Ministry 



Church Council Highlights 

 
The October meeting of Hope’s Church Council was held on Tuesday, 
October 9th.  Highlights of the meeting are as follows: 
 
* The Church Council agreed to be extra-vigilant about spending in the 

last quarter of the year, to avoid unnecessary costs. This is due to 
recent higher-than-anticipated expenses.   

* The Community Relations Committee has obtained 50 spots at  
Feed My Starving  Children's new, permanent facility in Libertyville. 
We are scheduled for 9-11 a.m. on  December 8. Sign-up sheets    
and directions will be posted soon. 

* Dwight Mater will be starting up a new small group ministry regarding 
employment needs. Watch for details. 

* Pastor invites everyone to take a moment for prayer at 7:00am every 
day, wherever you happen to be. Pastor and all the Church Council 
members have pledged to do so already. It's a great way to be to-
gether when we're not actually together! 
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Member Yrs. Member Yrs. 

Jerry & Ellen Allen & family 24 Ed & Michele Murphy & family 10 

Karen Austin 25 Chris Nack 25 

John & Melissa Howard & family 10 Dick & Lynne Schneider & family 24 

Rick & Debbie Bouchez 24 Bill & Janice Peterson 11 

Rolland & Dee Hayenga 10 James & Josiane Polenska 24 

Jim & Sherry Hoesly & family 21 Mary Polivka 16 

David & Cheryl Joseph & family 6 Dave & Kathie Sczepanski & family 15 

Mike & Susan King 10 Tom & Marti Shoback & family 15 

Scott & Sharon Korecky & family 7 Craig & Debbie Sincora & family 16 

Ivan & Chris Lee & family 7 Liz Tack & family 11 

Marianne Lueck & family 15 Andie Van Spankeren 34 

Teresa Metzger 6   

November Member Anniversaries 

September 
Financial  
Update 
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Hannah Circle  
Date:   Tuesday, November 27 
Time:   7:30 p.m. 
Place:  Robin Wheeler’s home  
 
Please join our Bible study typically held on the 4th Tuesday of the month.   Meetings are 
held in different members’ homes. All women of Hope are invited to attend.  Questions:  
Call Debby Duffy at (847) 934-1244. 

W.E.L.C.A.  

 Community Relations  
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Fundraising 

The Book Nook 
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Thanksgiving 
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Food Basket Drive 
 
Once again, Hope will be participating in our annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive.  
Last year, we were able to fill 39 food baskets for area families to use in the prepara-
tion of their Thanksgiving meals.  
 
Tim and Sarah Hughes, who are once again coordinating the food drive, have posted 
the donation lists in the narthex.  Please sign up to donate what you can to help  
support this community outreach program.  As was the case last year, both food and 
financial donations are welcome and greatly appreciated. No time to shop? No  
problem! We will use all cash donations to go out and do the shopping for you!  
 
In addition to the food and financial donations, we are also in need of your volunteer 
time to assist on the below dates: 
 
Grocery store promotion:  Saturday, November 3rd 
    9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
    Meet at church at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Food basket assembly:  Saturday, November 10th 
    9 a.m. -12 p.m. 

         Meet in the fellowship hall at church 
 

Please note that the last day for all donations is Friday, November 9th 
 

Monday November 12th: School comes to pick up baskets�
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Christmas Gift-Giving Opportunities 

Operation Christmas 
  
   It's hard to believe as the leaves are still falling that Operation Christmas is just           
   around the corner. Hope has participated in this program for many years and is  
   planning to do so again this year. Please watch for updates in the bulletin and  
   emails in November for specifics. Looking at the calendar, I anticipate that the 
   delivery date will be Dec. 14, meaning all gifts will be needed by Dec . 12. Once  
   I have confirmation, I will verify that date. We hope that you will participate in this    
   gift-giving program for needy children in the area. 
   
   Thank you all for allowing Hope to participate in this program.  

                              Sherry Hoesly 
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Stephen Ministry 
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Hope's 
Stephen  

Ministers   
 

Elaine Steele 
Don Eggert 

Doug Fritsch 
Nancy Vaughn �
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Youth Group News 
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Sunday School News 
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              Pastor’s Bible Study 
 
  Don’t forget -  
  Pastor’s Bible Study  
  continues each  
  Sunday morning  
  at  9:45 a.m.  

Everyone is welcome to join the group! 

Senior High Youth  
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First Communion  
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“The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website: www.hopelutheran-elca.org 
and also via email. 
 
If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church 
office at the following email address: “office@hopelutheran-elca.org” It will then be 
emailed to you in pdf format each month. 
 
By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save  
both on paper and mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Andie today. 
Thank you! 


