Hope Lutheran Church

Long Grove, lllinois Pastor Jim Andrews

The Hopeful

"As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." When Jesus
. y . said these words, he began to alter the lives of his disciples.
astor Jlm S His message: ‘What has been going on in my life is not over.
It's going to continue through you.’ Plans of living a normal life
are gone for these people. The resurrection of Jesus from the
dead has changed all of that. They were recreated in Jesus for
something bigger than life as usual. The ruler of all creation is

now saying, | am sending you because | am not finished yet. |

have just begun. There is a whole world out there to save.

"As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." Jesus' mission of reclaiming the world, of
reaching out to what was lost and to draw it back to God is something that is still happening.
And he said that not only is he sending us, but he is sending us as the Father sent him.
What does that mean that we are sent like Jesus was?

We were built for something bigger than life as usual. We were built to be part of what God
is doing in the world, part of something that has to do with light and darkness, life and death,
evil and goodness. It might not be flashy stuff, but we are called to do important stuff and
this is true for each one of us as Christians. It might not be 55,000 at a time like Billy
Graham did. It might not even be 50. It might only be 5—5 people in our family, in our
neighborhood, in our office, but God has called us to something bigger than just earning a
paycheck or providing for our families or trying to make due in life—to simply exist and
survive. He has called us to be more than that; something God sized. It might not be flashy,
because God size things are not always flashy, because the things that God is doing in the
world has to do with love and service and caring and praying and these things aren't always
things that people notice, but God notices because God is already invested in that. This is
what we are created for. We are built for so much more.

If you are still living simply to exist, then let me encourage you to take a 1% step. The 1% step
is to admit that, but the 2™ step is to know that God has created you for more than that and
to be willing to say, "Okay God, | believe that Jesus Christ has paid the price for that kind of
life and | am willing to turn around and live a new way. Come and show me how to do it.
Come and do it in me." The next thing that Jesus did to His disciples was, He breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. This may be a foretaste of what we experience
when we are sent. We need to avoid attempting to do God’s work in our own strength, but
instead ask for the power and strength of the Holy Spirit to be breathed into us. And if you
want to take a step like that, all it takes is an honest prayer in your heart to turn your life
over to God in service.

But many of us have had that conversation and yet it still feels like our lives are all bottled
up. We are still living for the normal concerns of making sure we've got good food, a safe
house and a decent vacation. These are good things, but we are built for more than that. |
would like to give a few suggestions on how we can break out of that pattern if that's where
we find ourselves right now.

From July 30-Aug. 3rd we will be in St. Louis for our 4™ Annual Interfaith Service Trip to help
repair homes damaged by flooding a year ago. | hope you might make the prayerful deci-
sion now to take advantage of that time. This could be life changing. Another way that you
can serve closer to home is to volunteer your time at a local PADS site. This is the 1* year
that PADS will be open throughout the summer in our area, and although schedules have
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(Pastor Jim’s page continued...)
mostly been set, substitute volunteers are still needed. Both the Journeys-The Road Home site and the Wheeling
Township Food Pantry are in need of additional help in sorting and stocking their shelves. There is also a co-op farm in
Wauconda under development whose ultimate mission is to provide fresh produce for the homeless and needy in our
area. These are only a few of the ways that you can be “sent”. For more info on any of these ministries, please contact
me with any questions.

But even if we do that, we maybe need to get some work done on our hearts first so that we are ready for whatever
God says. So let me give these two suggestions for the heart work that needs to be done. The first is to memorize
John 20:21. "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, | am sending you." Memorize that and think about that;
think about what it means, what was Jesus doing in the world, how did he live, how is God at work in the world now
and how am | caught up in that? Think about that. The other thing is to pray. One of the best prayers in scripture is
when you say, "Here | am, send me." Are you ready to pray that prayer?

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: God’s peace be with you over these summer months. | pray you will find rest as
needed, but that you will also look for ways to be sent as the Holy Spirit calls you. Pastor Jim
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Here are the highlights from the April 11 Council meeting:

April 30th during both services there will be a special donation/collection :
for Lutheran Social Services of lllinois. 1

Times for summer worship services will be 8:30 and 10:00.

Hope's annual steak dinner will take place at 5:00, May 6th. Anyone 0
interested in donating items to be silently auctioned please contact

Tom Meyer, Pastor Andrews or Ann Wood. urc
June 25th, the "I Walk" event sponsored by the Interfaith Council

will take place. Motion passed to have Hope once again be the halfway

point for fellowship and refreshments. H . hl . ht
Jim Heipler-Hartwig brought to attention the opportunity to volunteer at the 1g lg S
"Fuller Center for Housing" and "Beacon Place" in Waukegan. Anyone

wishing to volunteer please contact Pastor Jim or Ann Wood.

April 23rd, the Women's Group will gather at County Line Tavern on Lake Cook Road following the 11;00
service.

July 30-August 3, a Mission Trip to St. Louis is scheduled for aiding families needing flooding restorations.
June 26-30th there will be a day camp for "Children of Abraham Coalition". High school youth will be lead-
ers for 6th-9th graders assisting Belmont residents.

Motion passed to host a "Get to Know Hope's Council Members” between services April 30.
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I May 7-Missional Evangelism: To Your Community Making a difference in your community will require getting

'outS|de the church walls. New Life Church in British Colombia places a premium on caring for the needy
land celebrating the often-unappreciated people who serve their community. Their influence is felt because

; of their commitment to work as a redemptive force in the world. These successful efforts may stir up a de-

| Sire to reach out where we live. If so, if we are willing to make some changes, God can transform us into

I people and churches that reach our communities.

! May 14-Missional Evangelism: Touch Broken Liveslesus reached out to a cynical generation, and he teaches us
"'how to do the same. Churches that speak to the suspicions of non-believers are seeing a great return on

 their work. Following the experiences of a pastor who encountered those suspicions first hand, this study

j asks, How do we reach out to a cynical generation?

I May 21-The Gospel, a Napkin, and Four CirclefExamine a new way of expressing the gospel especially de-

'S|gned to explain God’s “Big Story” with diagrams simple enough to be drawn on a napkin at a coffee shop.

ITodays young people do not look at the world as their parents did, so the way we express the gospel to

; them needs to be rethought.




|Are you feeling overwhelmed as you try to live faithfully in a culture that seems increasingly hostile to the Chris-
I'tian faith?

i o)
1 When: Thursday, May 18, 2017, 9:00 am

- B B

:Where Smalll fellowship hall at church =
|
| Book: Good Faith - Being a Christian when Society thinks you're THE BOOK

| Irrelevant and Extreme by David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons

I
: Leader:  Jerry Allen NQ%_{K

|

| Hostesses: Nancy Vaughn and Janice Ausbrook

|

'"This book will help you respond with compassion, clarity and confidence; discover the most significant cultural

i trends; know what you believe and be able to talk about what you believe, and understand the heart behind op-
1 posing views and learn how to stay friends across differences.

|
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Steak Dinner and Silent Auction I
ALL ARE WELCOME! Come join us
for our annual fundraiser!
Proceeds benefit our
YOUTH PROGRAM events.

Saturday, May 6, 2017, 5 p.m.
Cost: $15 per person, Kids 6-12 $10,
Kids under 6 are FREE! No family pays
more than $60.
Great food! Great entertainment!
Great prizes to bid on! i

"
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E Steak Dinner Silent Auction- Saturday May 6th
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= iWalk for Hunger-Interfaith -Buffalo Grove-Sunday June 25th
= Supper for the Shelter (PADS)-August 22nd

EBIood Drive : Our fall blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 10/8 or 11/5. More information
= will be coming out about the date and location.

2 2

) ? )
'& & (O




Page 6 May, 2017

Hard to believe that our year of scheduled youth programs are winding down. The school year may be
o Just about over, but our youth events do continue through June and will pick up again in late August!

= To our Senior High...a big thanks to everyone who came out to New Horizons on Wednesday, April 19th to I
help make care-packages for Hope’s college students. These care-packages are sent along with notes of

Iencouragement and arrive just prior to final exams to help make studying a little easier. Like we did the
first semester, each college student was sent 2 care packages. One to keep and one to give to a friend

= With instructions to talk about their experience in youth group. This was a huge success 1st semester!

= We expect 2nd semester will have the same results

On May 6th, the Youth Committee will host another Steak Dinner/Silent Auction . The congregation is

invited to attend and participate in this fun night of fellowship and friendly bidding on awesome auction =

items while dining on a delicious steak dinner! Proceeds from this event help off-set costs for youth events =
" such as retreats, outings, Leadership Lab, meals, etc. Please mark your calendars and plan on supporting
® this fun-filled evening! EVERYONE IS WELCOME!! Prices are: Adults $15, Kids 6-12 $10, Under 6, I
Ifree!! Maximum per family is $60. The event begins at 5 p.m.

The Senior High will have their last New Horizons gathering on Wednesday, May 17th. We'll gather for a
, bonfire at the Pankiewicz home for a weenie-roast and s'mores. Vegan and gluten-free options will be
} available. We open this event up to current 8th graders in hopes that they’ll become active participants in I
our New Horizons group, next year, as Freshmen. The address is: 20511 N. Eugene Ave., Prairie View.
Your GPS may want to call it Buffalo Grove, that's okay. The home is at the corner of Pauline and
Eugene. We'll gather at 6:30 and end at 9:00 p.m. =

s Last, current 6th-12th graders are invited to our summer retreat at our new location, Covenant Harbor in
= Lake Geneva, WI. More details will be mailed home, but save the dates, June 9th-11th.

Hope Lutheran. If you wouldn’t mind, please keep us in prayer as we work hard to keep this ministry ac- =
tive and relevant to our young people. Please pray that our committee remains connected and motivated =
" and that our youth continue to benefit from our efforts, making a healthy and strong youth group for all. I

I So as you can tell, this youth committee of ours is very busy building Christian Fellowship with the youth of

Hope’s Youth Committee -
Debbie Duffy, Ken Kring, Tom Meyer,
= Jennie Pankiewicz, Juanita Wundsam

ITo Reach a Generation,
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The Mission, Membership and Outreach committee is@veloping a Strategic MMO Plan to help us make
that vision a reality. This process began with a lak at the recent surveys and materials collected ding the
call process, as well as the studies done by Pasim with leadership groups during and after last yar’'s
Council Retreat. A big "find" from the surveys suggest that HOPE members would be excited about our
church becoming as healthy a congregation as evérots of exciting things to consider.

Here are some next steps in the process:

1. Helping to define a clear vision

2. Establish values and plans to help live that visn

3. Take action ... make it happen

Please feel free to come to our next meeting. , : G+

We will be providing updates as they occur.
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The Hopeful” is now available each month on our website:
www.hopelutheran-elca.org and also via email.

If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of “The Hopeful,” please notify the church
office at the following email address: “hopelutheran-elca@comcast.net” It will then be
emailed to you in pdf format each month.

By reading the newsletter online (or printing it out yourself) you will save both on paper and
mailing costs! Don’t wait! Please contact Ann in the church office today. Thank you!

To contact the church office: hopelutheran- elca@comcast.net , or call [847] 634-2070.

Contact the church office to submit an article for the Newsletter, to send an announcement church-wide
via e-mail and/or to have your e-mail address added to receive announcements.

s ap.

P To send a prayer request and/or have your e-mail address added to receive prayer requests:
pmater@aol.com
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